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In the Claims: 

1. (currently amended) A tracking method for a supply chain having at least a first stage 
and a second stage, the method comprising: 

receiving first stage information and second stage information, the first stage 
information comprising crop information inputted at the first stage and the second stage 
information comprising processing information inputted at the second stage; 

processing the first stage information and the second stage information so that the 
first stage information is associated with the second stage information; and- 

storing the first stage information and the second stage information in a at least one 
of a first stage database and a second stage databas e , whoroin : and 

authorizing a defined extent of access to the stored first stage information and the 
stor e d s e oond ctag e informo & en ar e at le ast acoo cc ibfo at via the second stage. 

2. (original) The tracking method for a supply chain having at least a first stage and a 
second stage as set forth jn claim 1, wherein the stored first stage Information and the stored 
second stage information are accessible at the second stage and at least one successive 
stage in the supply chain. 

3. (original) The tracking method for a supply chain having at least a first stage and a 
second stage as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the first stage is a producer stage and the 
second stage is a processing stage. 

4. (original) The tracking method for a supply chain having at least a first stage and a 
second stage as set forth in claim 3, wherein the first stage Information includes at least one 
of producer name, producer address, producer phone number and inventory information. 

5. (currently amended) The tracking method for a supply chain having at least a first stage 
and a second stage as set forth in claim 4, wherein the first otago i nformation i nc l udoc tho 
inv e ntory informat i on and tho inv e ntory informat i on the crop information includes at least one 
of crop type, crop variety, crop moisture, protein and test weight. 

6. (original) The tracking method for a supply chain having at least a first stage and a 
second stage as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the second stage Information includes at least 
one of planning data, storage data, milling data, packaging data, data indicative of yields in 
production, finished product storage data and shipping data. 
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7. (original) The tracking method for a supply chain having at least a first stage and a 
second stage as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the first stage information Is input at the second 
stage because the first stage is a non-participant in a transactional supply chain system and 
the second stage is a participant in the transactional supply chain system. 

8. (currently amended) A tracking method for a supply chain having at least a first stage 
and a second stage, the method comprising: 

receiving first stage agricultural information and second stage agricultural 
information, the first stage agricultural information comprising crop information inputted at 
the first stage and the second stage agricultural information comprising processing 
information inputted at the second stage; 

processing the first stage agricultural information and the second stage agricultural 
information so that the first stage agricultural information is associated with the second stage 
agricultural information; 

storing the first stage agricultural information and the second stage agricultural 
information in a at least one of a first stage database and a second stag e database, wh e r e in 

authorizing a defined extent of access to the stored first stage agricultural information. 
and th e s tored ceoond stag e agricultural i nformation are at l oact accessib l e at via the second 
stage and at least one successive stage in the supply chain, and the first stage is one of a 
producer stage and a processing stage, and the second stage is one of a processing stage, 
a storage stage and a manufacturing stage. 

■ 

9. (presently amended) A tracking method for a non-linear supply chain, the method 
comprising: 

recording a history of a first item comprising a grain ingredient traversing a first path 
of the non-linear supply chain , defined by multiple distinct outputs derivable from 
processing the grain ingredient at a corresponding non-linear nodal stage : 

recording ava il abl e ingredient inventory information associated with the first item at a 
stage along the first path, the ingredient inventory information comprising Quantity data and 
quality dat a on the first item; 

recording a history of a second item comprising a product derived from the grain 
ingredient traversing a second path of the non-linear supply chain overlapping at least a 
portion of the first path ; and 

recording ava il ab le product inventory Information associated with the second item at 
a stage along the second path , wh e r e in 

tho first path and the second path aro a first output and a s e cond output, 
r e sp e ct i v e ly, of a mu l t i- output stag e i n th e non - linoor supply chain,; and 
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i nvontory Is contro ll ed at a stago cubGoqu e nt to one of the stog e along 
controlling inventory of the grain ingredient associated with at least one of t he first 
path and th e stag e a l ong the second path according to one of the recorded available 
ingredient inventory information associated with tho first i t e m and the recorded availabfo 
product inventory information associated w i th th e-s econd i tem, resp ectively. 

10. (original) The tracking method for a non-linear supply chain as set forth in claim 9, 
wherein the first path includes at least one multi-output stage, the first item resulting from 
one of a plurality of outputs of the multi-output stage along the first path. 

11. (original) The tracking method for a non-linear supply chain as set forth in claim 9, 
wherein the second path includes at least one multi-output stage, the second item resulting 
from one of a plurality of outputs of the multi-output stage along the second path. 

12. (presently amended) The tracking method for a non-linear supply chain as set forth in 
claim 9, wherein recording the history of the first item includes 

associating first information applying to a stage of the non- linear supply chain with 
the first item, the first information including at least one of first quantity information, first 
performance information and first quality information, and 

associating second information applying to another stage with the first item, the 
second information including at least one of second quantity information, second 
performance information and second quality information. 

13. (previously amended) The tracking method for a non-linear supply chain as set 
forth in claim 12, wherein 

the other stage is one of the multi-output stage and the stage along the first path. 

14. (presently amended) The tracking method for a non-linear supply chain as set forth in 
claim 9, wherein recording the history of the second item includes 

associating first information applying to a stage of the non-finear supply chain with 
the second item, the first information including at least one of quantity first information, first 
performance information and firsj quality information, and 

associating second information applying to another stage with the second item, the 
second information including at least one of second quantity Information, second 
performance information and second quality information. 
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15. (presently amended) The tracking method for a non-linear supply chain as set forth in 
claim 9, wherein rooonding tho hictory of the first it e m i nol ud os 

a ss ociating information app l ying to a ctage of th e non l in e ar supp l y chain 
w i th th e first itom } tho i nformation i ncluding ot l ooot onoof quant i ty 
informat i on, porformonoo i nformat i on and qual i ty informat i on ond } wher ei n 

the recording of the history of the second item includes 

associating the ingredient inventory information applying to the stage of the non- 
linear supply chain with the second item. 

16. (canceled). 

17. (original) The tracking method for a non-linear supply chain as set 
forth in claim 12, further comprising: 

transmitting the first information and the second information to at least one Individual 
of a plurality of individuals within or outside the non-linear supply chain, the first information 
and the second information informing the at least one individual about the history of at least 
the first Item. 

18. (canceled). 

19. (previously presented) The tracking method for a non-linear supply chain as set forth in 
claim 12, wherein the stage is one of the multi-output stage and the stage along the first 
path. 

20. (previously presented) The tracking method for a non-linear supply chain as set forth in 
claim 14, wherein the stage is one of the multi-output stage and the stage along the second 
path. 

21- (previously presented) The tracking method for a non-linear supply chain as set forth in 
claim 14, wherein the other stage is one of the multi-output stage and the stage along the 
second path. 

22. (previously presented) The tracking method for a non-linear supply chain as set forth in 
claim 15, wherein the stage is the multi-output stage. 

23. (canceled). 
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24. (canceled). 

25. (canceled). 
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